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Ahstract

A cursory look on the history of Urdu Literature of 20th century
confirms the fact that Progressive movement contributed
subhstantially in the fields of poetry, fiction and criticism. All
mardar Jafri, one of the pioneers of the movement produced
poetry, fiction and criticism. He has been haled az a leading poet
and one of the few distinouished critics ever produced by Marzist
school of criticism in Urdu. With widetr perspective of Mew
MWlarzdst Critical Theory, thiz article analyses critical writings of
Jafri spreading over from his theoretical constructions to
interpretive studies of poetry. The article theonses that Jafri's
garlier writings show his hard-line belief in orthodos Warzst
stance about literature characterising altogether rejection of
clazzical and modernist literature, but in his later writings,
particularly focuszed on the poetry of Eabir, Ieer and Ghalih, he
seetns 1o be advocating the cultural pluralism, tmore probably as
an ultimate answer to the crisiz that aroze out of the insistence on
conflicting forms of linguistic and religious identities.
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